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Sharp Memorial United Methodist Church Focus:  Witness, teach, serve. 

II Corinthians 1:3-5 (NKJV) 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 

trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  5 For as the sufferings of 
Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ. 

Part of our focus at Sharp Memorial United Methodist Church includes service through: 

o Ministering to those who are ill 

o Ministering to those facing surgery and those recovering from surgery 

o Ministering to the elderly 

As an important part of Sharp’s Ministry Care program this past year, Darris and I provided support 

and prayer to church members or their family members who were ill or having surgery.  The sites of 

our 70 hospital visitations included the following: 

Gainesville Urology Surgery Center  Emory, Atlanta 

Union General, Blairsville    St. Joseph’s, Atlanta 

Chatuge Regional Hospital, Hiawassee  Northside, Atlanta 

Fannin Regional Hospital, Blue Ridge  Northside, Cumming 

Murphy Medical Center, Murphy   Chestatee Hospital, Dahlonega 

Dahlonega MRI Northview Center   Emory Spinal Clinic, Lawrenceville 

Emory Crawford Long, Atlanta   Northeast GA Medical Center, Gainesville 

1 Timothy 5 (NKJV)  “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate 
family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”   

Another area of our service involves visiting our members who are in retirement residences, assisted 

living facilities and nursing homes.  Each year it seems more of our congregation members are faced 

with the challenges of caring for each other and their relatives, either by providing extended home 

health care, or finding placement in residences with nursing staff available, assisted living facilities or 

a nursing homes. 

There is frequently a pattern of someone becoming ill, having surgery or falling, going to the 

hospital, and then needing rehabilitation at a hospital, rehab facility or at home.  When the decision 

has to made to secure home health care or to move a spouse, parent, or other relative from their 

residence to a different residence (including the caregiver’s home, an assisted living facility or a 

nursing home), it can sometimes be very challenging.  Care receivers often do not want any part of 

leaving their homes, and if dementia is an issue, anger may be exhibited toward the caregivers. 

Family members may disagree about the type of care or facility.  The stress on families can be 

incredible. 

If you are considering such a placement, research is essential.  We have contact information for a 

number of facilities in our area.   Sharp Memorial United Methodist Church does not endorse any of 

these facilities; we mention them because some of our members have stayed in or are staying in them.  

If you would like a copy of the list of facilities, you may contact me at jimb9@mac.com or at (706) 

897-9794.   We also have helpful information available for use when considering a placement in a 

facility. 

Proverbs 20:29  “The glory of young men is their strength, gray hair the splendor of the old.” (NIV) 

 

Jim Barker 



 

Thank you! 

Gifts to our July Communion 

Offering, given to the Towns 

County Food Pantry, help 

provide food for those living in 

our area.  In July, Sharp’s 

congregation donated $1,917. to 

the Food Pantry!  Thank you for 

your support. 

Sept. Communion: 

Children’s Home 

“Work Day Offering” 

A child has been removed from her 

home because of physical, emotional or 

sexual abuse.  In another case, the 

child’s parent or only other caregiver is 

seriously ill.  In another, the child has 

emotional or behavioral problems.  

These are just some of the children 

who have been cared for by the United 

Methodist Children’s Home. 

The Children’s Home was established 

in 1871 to care for children orphaned 

during the Civil War.  Originally it was 

called the Methodist Orphans’ Home. 

By the early 1930s it was also serving 

children who were not orphans, and it 

was renamed “Methodist Children’s 

Home.”  Its mission is to provide 

“redemptive, healing services that 

bring meaningful change to the lives of 

children and families.” 

Most of the children and youth placed 

in the Home’s residential programs are 

referred by county DFACS offices, but 

private placements are also accepted.  

Any child or family residing in the 

North Georgia Conference area with a 

need that can be met by the Home is 

eligible to receive help.  Services pro-

vided at the main campus in Decatur or 

its district offices in Augusta, Dalton, 

Rome and Gainesville include: 

� Residential Group Care, in home-

like cottages, each of which houses 

up to nine youth.   

� Family Foster Care, with foster 

families supervised by the Children’s 

Home.  

� Adoption Services 

While in the program, each youth has a 

personal plan of care, which includes 

meeting their physical, educational, 

spiritual, medical and social needs. 

The “Work Day Offering” is taken 

once each year by the churches in the 

North Georgia Conference, to provide a 

significant portion of the operating 

income of the Home.  It is called the 

“Work Day Offering” because from its 

beginning in 1900 we have been 

encouraged to donate one day’s pay to 

help the children.  Please help the 

Children’s Home succeed in their 

mission by contributing to this offering 

during the month of September. 

Healing children, 
uniting families, 
changing Lives 

 
Another Note from 

the Missions 

Committee 

What a blessing you all are!  Thank 

you for always being ready to help with 

our missions.  There was a generous 

amount of school supplies taken to the 

Towns County Elementry School on 

August 2nd.  They were received by 

the staff with gratitude.  They all send 

a huge thank you to the members of 

Sharp.  It will certainly be a great help.  

- Pat Kerr 

 

Remember our 

members… 

Please remember those who are 

homebound or in nursing homes.  At 

Brasstown Manor Assisted Living, 

Hilde Schaffranke & Blanche 

Anderson (Jo Carolyn Beebe’s 

mother).  At Union Co. Nursing Home:  

Ernest Seckinger, Sr.  At Chatuge 

Nursing Home: Henry Hedden & 

Brenda Maynard’s father, Barney 

Ward.  At home:  Kay Dailey, Fay 

Hoag, Winnie Seiler, Wally Tilly.   

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the October 2010 

issue of Sharp Notes will be Sept. 15.  

Items for the newsletter may be 

emailed to sharpumc@brmemc.net or 

brought to the church office.    

 

UMM Fall Barbecue 

September 25 

Our Sharp Men invite you to their 

annual Fall Barbecue on Saturday, 

September 25, 2010.  Delicious 

barbecue pork or chicken plates will 

be served (eat-in or take-out) from 

11:00 AM – 1:30 PM on Sept. 26.  

Tickets are $8 each, and are 

available from members of the 

UMM or in the church office.   

Welcome, New Members 

On August 22, we welcomed Merle 

Mueller as a full member of our 

congregation.  Merle transferred her 

membership from Coosa UMC. 

On August 29, Jack Tripp joined as a 

full member, transferring from Harp’s 

Crossing Baptist Church.  Welcome, 

Merle and Jack!  (photos not yet 

available.) 

 



 

New Altar Cloth 

Dedicated on August 8 

On Aug. 8, we officially retired the 

green parament that had been given in 

memory of Mike Ackland’s and Pam 

Leslie’s father, which had been 

damaged beyond repair by a roof leak a 

few years ago.  We dedicated a new 

green parament, given by Pat and 

David Huckaby in memory of their son, 

Alan.  Pictured above with the new 

parament are Pat and David Huckaby, 

Rev. Baker, Mike Ackland, and Pam 

Leslie. 

 

United Methodist 

Women’s Notes 

Our theme for 2010 is: 

Faith•Hope•Love in Action. 

September Circle Meetings: 

All women are invited to 

participate in a Circle. If you 

would like more information or 

would like to attend the next 

meeting, please contact the Circle 

leaders: 

The Susannah Wesley Circle will 

meet at Norma Jean Stewart’s on 

Sept 1 at 11 AM.  A light lunch 

will follow the program.  Circle 

leaders are Fay Greenway (828-

389-8815) and Ann Chenault 

(706-379-1647) 

The Fay Hoag Circle will meet on 

Sept. 9 at 7:00 PM.  Circle leaders 

are Joyce Frick (706-897-3745) 

and Patti Kay (706-379-3219) 

The Mary Martha Circle will 

meet Sept. 14 at 10:00 AM at the 

church in FH 2/3.  Circle leaders 

are Vicki Goodrich (706-379-

9616), Cherri Scharnberg (706-

379-0949) and Kathy Pierce (706-

379-9608). 

The Lydia Circle will meet Sept. 

20 at 7:00 PM.  Place TBA.  

Circle leaders are Betty Walther 

(706-379-1282) and Susan Sinram 

(706-379-2208) 

Other Upcoming UMW Events 

Unit: 

    September 7:  Executive Board, 

Annual Planning Meeting, 10 – 

12 AM FH 2/3 

    November 2:  Executive Board 

Meeting, 10-12 AM, FH 2/3 

District: 

    September 17-18:  Spiritual 

Growth Retreat, Hinton Rural 

Life Center 

    October 10:  District Annual 

Meeting at Sharp Memorial 

UMC 

    November 13:  District 

Training and Mini-School, St 

Paul, Washington Street 

 “After-School” 

Ministry to Begin 

On Monday, September 13th, we 

will start our After-School 

program at the Enotah Village 

apartment complex in Young 

Harris.  There are about 40 

school-age children who live in 

the complex, so this has the 

potential to become a very strong 

ministry.  We are currently 

looking for more volunteers from 

the church as well as working 

with groups from the college to 

get student volunteers.  The 

program will run 4:00-5:30 PM 

on weekdays, and will be divided 

between snack, homework time 

and game time, where we will 

play outside, or inside if the 

weather is bad.  We are especially 

interested in people who would be 

willing to teach some kind of skill 

to the children, maybe a craft, or 

music, or a particular game.  So if 

you would like to volunteer to 

help with the program, or to come 

maybe a few time to teach the 

children something special, please 

contact Lauren Neal for more 

information. 

Christian Education 

Updates: 

Bible Fun: (answers in Oct.) 

Find the Verse:  

4 What the cutting locust left, 

the swarming locust has eaten. 

What the swarming locust left, 

the hopping locust has eaten, 

and what the hopping locust left, 

the destroying locust has eaten. 

(ESV) 

Bible Trivia: 

1. What color tassels does the 

Lord tell the Israelites to wear 

that they may remember the 

commandments? 

2. Who replaced Judas as one of 

the apostles? 

3. What does Naomi tell Ruth to 

uncover on Boaz? 

Answers from last month  

Find the Verse:  1 Chronicles 

11:4-5 

Bible Trivia: 

4. Where did God tell Abraham to 

take his son Isaac in order to 

sacrifice him? Mt Moriah 

(Gen 22:2) 

5. What else happened there (2 

things) (on a particular 

mountain in the region of the 

same name)? David built an 

altar to appease God (2 Sam 

24, 1 Chron 21). Also, 

Solomon built the temple (2 

Chron 3) 

6. Where were Saul and his sons 

found dead? Mt Gilboa 

Monthly Meditation 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is 

among us and within us.  We 

believe that God’s Spirit 

continues to hover over the chaos 

of the world’s evil and our sin, 



shaping a new creation and new 

creatures.  We believe that God is 

not a spectator in turn amused and 

alarmed at the wreckage of world 

history but a participant in it.  We 

believe that everything, especially 

everything that looks like 

wreckage, is material that God is 

using to make a praising life.  We 

believe all this, but we don’t see 

it.  We see, like Ezekiel, 

dismembered skeletons whitened 

under a pitiless Babylonian sun.  

We see a lot of bones that once 

were laughing and dancing 

children, of adults who once made 

love and plans, of believers who 

once brought their doubts and 

sang their praises in church—and 

sinned.  We don’t see the dancers 

or the lovers or the singers—at 

best we see only fleeting glimpses 

of them.  What we see are bones.  

Dry bones.  We see sin and 

judgment on the sin.  This is what 

it looks like… But we believe in 

something else.  We believe in the 

coming together of these bones… 

We believe that we are part of the 

happening as we sing our praises, 

listen believingly to God’s word, 

receive the new life of Christ in 

the sacraments.  We believe that 

the most significant thing that 

happens or can happen is that we 

are no longer dismembered but 

are remembered into the 

resurrection body of Christ. 

--Eugene Peterson, Working the 

Angles 

Stewardship/Finance 

Update 
Operating Budget: 

July income:  $28,915. 
Year to date income: $189,399. 
July expenses: $29,240. 
Year to date expenses: $205,756. 
Building Fund: 

Interest paid in August $1,178. 
Principal paid in August $3,602. 

Prin. Balance 8/10/10: $404,729. 

 

Meet the Chancel Choir 

Continuing the series  

by Jo Carolyn Beebe 

Music has always been an integral 

part of Evelyn Wiley's life.  She 

has sung in youth choirs of First 

Presbyterian Church in 

Gainesville, FL, high school 

choirs, and participated in 

musicals.  While attending the 

University of Florida, she was a 

member of the Choral Union and 

was a soloist at First Christian 

Church.  

Evelyn coordinated the choir of 

Hayesville Presbyterian Church 

before joining the soprano section 

of Sharp's Chancel Choir in April, 

2010.  "Worship," she says, "is 

embodied in its hymns and 

anthems."  She gets around.  Each 

Wednesday you can find her 

singing with the Cheerful Sounds 

at Chatuge Nursing Home and 

Brasstown Manor; on Fridays 

they sing at Peachtree Nursing 

Center and Clay County Nursing 

Home. 

The Chancel Choir rehearses in 

the choir room on Wednesdays 

from 5:30 to 6:30 PM and on 

Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 

9:45 AM. Come join us! Auditions 

are not required, but a desire to 

sing and praise the Lord through 

music is mandatory.  

Soup Kitchen Update 

We have found out that “our” day 

at Trinity Soup Kitchen in Atlanta 

will be October 17, 2010. (which 

is also Laity Sunday, by the way.)  

We will be serving soup to 

hundreds of Atlanta’s homeless at 

the Soup Kitchen at Trinity 

United Methodist Church.  

Details will be coming soon on 

how you can help – by donating 

soup, by going to Atlanta to help 

serve the soup, or both!    

DISCIPLE I Class to 

Begin in Sept. 

Do you know your purpose?  

Have you identified your special 

talent and determined how you 

can use it for your church?  Do 

you understand the background 

for your beliefs? 

These questions and more will be 

explored during the study of the 

Bible through DISCIPLE I: 

Becoming Disciples Through 

Bible Study.  DISCIPLE is an intense 

study of approximately 70% of 

the Bible.  You will grow in faith 

and make some lasting 

friendships during this class. 

DISCIPLE I: Becoming Disciples 

Through Bible Study gives equal 

time to both the Old and New 

Testament, emphasizing the 

wholeness of the Bible as the 

revelation of God.  DISCIPLE aims 

at transformation, not just 

information, and calls on persons 

to submit themselves to exam-

ination by Scripture, to put 

themselves under the power of 

God’s Word, and to be changed 

by God’s Word.  DISCIPLE invites 

persons to bring their experiences 

and struggles to the Scripture.  

A new DISCIPLE I class will begin 

this September, with an 

orientation meeting planned for 

Sept. 2 at 1:00 PM.  The class 

will meet on Thursday afternoons 

at 1:00 PM for 34 weeks.  If you 

can devote the equivalent of an 

hour a day to becoming closer to 

God through the study of God’s 

Word, this is the place for you. 

Contact our Director of Christian 

Education, Lauren Neal, or 

Carolyn Baker (706-896-1578) 

for more information. 

 



Worship Servants 

Acolytes  
Sept. 5 – Brittany Boyer, Liana  

 James 

Sept. 12 – Courtney Marshall 

Sept. 19 – Allison Page 

Sept. 26 – Ansley Vardeman 

Crossbearers  
Sept. 5 – Rocsane Tabulinar 

Sept. 12 – Brittany Boyer 

Sept. 19 – Allison Arnold 

Sept. 26 – Nat Arnold 

Altar Guild, Sept. 
Kathy Pierce, Vicki Goodrich 

Ushers 
8:30 AM service 

Sept. 5 – Carroll Miller, Gerry  

 Riecke 

Sept. 12 – Kay & Don  

 Muehlhausen 

Sept. 19 –, Martha Rollison, Jim  

 Thompson 

Sept. 26 – Kathy Pierce, Frank  

 Riley,  

10:55 AM service 

Sept. 5 – Bob Atkinson, Cecile  

 Doughty, Norma Jean &  

 Bob Stewart  

Sept. 12 – Ann Atchison, Cherri  

 & Karl Scharnberg, Will  

 Reinhardt  

Sept. 19 – Jen Angelopulos, Mark  

Dehler, Joyce Frick, Ray  

Blitch 

Sept. 26 – Linda & Ron  

 Roseberry, Cherri & Karl  

 Scharnberg 

Visitation Teams 

Sept. 5 – Harold & Cathy Hogan 

Sept. 12-26 – Wayne & Linda 

Hinson 

Altar Flowers 
Sept. 5 – Narthex, Marsha Elliott 

Sept. 12 – Bitsy & Lou Weber 

Sept. 19 – Philip Craft and Mary  

 Evans 

Sept. 26 – Paige and Jim Welling 

A few flower dates later in the 

year are also available.  The 

flower calendar is posted outside 

the church office, or contact Joy 

at 706-379-3210 to sign up for an 

available date. 

Assisting in Nursery 
8:15 – 10:00 AM 

Sept. 5 – Barbara Davis 

Sept. 12 – Barbara Underwood 

Sept. 19 – Janet O’Harrow 

Sept. 26 – Linda Riley 

10:00 AM – 12:00 noon 

Sept. 5 – Joyce Frick 

Sept. 12 – Linda Hudson 

Sept. 19 – Margaret Miller 

Sept. 26 – Sue Wall 

Memorial and Honor 

Gifts 

A gift has been made to Habitat for 

Humanity in memory of Doug 

Conaway, by Sue and Ken Turner. 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

Frank Riley – Sept. 2 

Marcy Hawkins - – Sept. 3 

Sandy Allen – Sept. 4 

Oty Rogers – Sept. 4 

Norma Jean Stewart – Sept. 5 

Martha Morris – Sept. 7 

Angel Long – Sept. 8 

David Mullins – Sept. 10 

Lauren Neal – Sept. 11 

Marsha Elliott – Sept. 13 

Wayne Hinson – Sept. 13 

Jerffrey Heusel – Sept. 14 

Melanie Beighley – Sept. 15 

Linda Hinson – Sept. 16 

Tommie Hancock – Sept. 17 

Charles Thornton – Sept. 17 

Charles Adams – Sept. 20 

Bonnie Blitch – Sept. 21 

Henry Hedden – Sept. 21 

Jim Thompson – Sept. 21 

Jo Carolyn Beebe – Sept. 23 

Ann Chenault – Sept. 24 

Larry Houston – Sept. 24 

Sarah Riecke – Sept. 26 

Marie Morgan – Sept. 27 

P.J. Bair – Sept. 28 

Caden Franklin – Sept. 29 

Linda Rentz – Sept. 29 

Bob Atkinson – Sept. 30 

Jean Hall – Sept. 30 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Happy 50th Anniversary to 
Dot & Bob Vaughan – Sept. 3 

Beverly & Robert Hicks – Sept. 4 

Pat & David Huckaby – Sept. 4 

Happy 40th Anniversary to 
Sally & Jim Barker – Sept. 3 

Betty & Noel Walther – Sept. 11 

Susan & Kirk Vardeman- Sept. 12 

Fran & Myers Banister – Sept.16 

 

Sharp Family & 

Friends in the Armed 

Services 

Please remember in your thoughts and 

prayers all of the men and women in  

our armed forces stationed all over this 

world, keeping our country safe and 

free, along with the civilians who are 

there to support them.  If you would 

like to have a photo added to the 

bulletin board in the Narthex, or a 

name to be added to our list, please 

give it to Joy in the church office.   

Especially we remember: 

Sgt. David M. Ackland – Mike  

& Pat Ackland’s son, deployed to 

Afghanistan Feb. 15 for a year. 

Sgt Jimmy Barker – US Army, 

Jim & Sally Barker’s son, Ft. 

Richardson, Alaska.  

SSG Ron Barker – John & 

Martha Barker’s son, back at Fort 

Bragg, NC. 

T. J. Breedlove – USAF, 

airborne linguistics training  

Sgt. Joel Cooper –Don & Deb 

Cooper’s nephew, National Guard  

Recruiter, Evansville, IN. 

Sgt. Jeremy Cooper – Don & 

Deb Cooper’s nephew, with the  



National Guard, Evansville, IN. 

CDR Lew Dyer – US Navy, son 

of Woodie and Bud Dyer, 

stationed at Okinawa, Japan. 

Trent Dyer - Wilson Sayles' 

grandson, stationed in Iraq. 

Captain Sean Flynn – US Air 

Force, Charlotte Bunnell’s 

grandson, McGuire Air Force 

Base, New Jersey. 

Sgt. Dustin R. Gammill. – 

USMC, Jenny Moe’s niece’s 

husband, stationed in NC. 

Cory Ingram – serving in 

Afghanistan 

Sgt. Ryan Jackson – US Army,  

son of Sandi Bradshaw, Texas 

LCPL Brent Jones – stationed at 

Camp LeJeune, NC. 

LCPL Krystal Jones – stationed 

at Miramar Marine Air Station. 

Cmdr. Kim Parker – US Navy, 

Don Cooper’s son-in-law, has 

been transferred to Millington, 

TN, on special management 

assignment. 

Lt. Brian Potter - US Coast  

Guard, stationed in New Jersey. 

Grandson of Margaret Frizzell. 

Mark Reinhart, US Navy 

Reserves, stationed in Iraq 

Patrick Rudio – serving in 

Afghanistan 

Lt. Col. Stephen Smith – Larry 

Smith’s son, back from  

Afghanistan, now at Ft. 

Richardson, Alaska. 

SSG Brent Steel –  US Army, Ft.  

Huachuca, AZ.  Martha and John 

Barker’s nephew. 

Col. John Stauffer – USAF, San 

Antonio, TX.  Bob & Norma Jean  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewart’s son-in-law. 

LCPL Johnathan Tatman – 

USMC Reserves, son of Lewis 

Tatman, grandson of James & 

Guinnetta Tatman, in the US, 

presently employed but could be 

recalled to active duty. 

 Delightfully 

 
Members of the Sharp Tones put 

on a Disney show for our August 

Wonderful Wednesday and again 

on the Hiawassee Square the last 

weekend of August.  Here are a 

few highlights from the show. 
(photos by Gene Rex & Jim Barker.) 

 
“We’re the Mouseketeers, we 

want to say hello…”    

 
Snow White and Prince Charming 
ride Rocky (horse) into the sunset. 

 

 

 

 

USPS mailing information here) 

 

The church calendar  

may be accessed from a link  

on our Home page 

 

 
“Hi-ho, Hi-ho, it’s home from 

work we go…” 

 
Cinderella and her 
“Fairy Godmother” 

 
“Darling, it’s better  

down where it’s wetter,  
Under the Sea!” 

The next Wonderful Wednesday, 

September 15 at 6:15 pm,  will 

feature “Team Trivia”, led by 

Sally & Jim Barker, with a 

“make-your-own” deli sandwich 

menu.  Tickets are $5 each, and 

will be available through Sept. 12. 

Don’t miss it! 


